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Education

University of Chicago, Chicago, IL
Ph.D., Socio-cultural Anthropology, August 2005
M.A., Socio-cultural Anthropology, August 1999

Dissertation: “The Social Construction of Freedom in Free and Open Source Software: 
Hackers Ethics, and the Liberal Tradition”
Research location:: San Francisco, CA and Netherlands
Funding: SSRC and NSF, August 2001-May 2003

Columbia University, New York, NY
B.A., Religious Studies, May 1996

Positions

Faculty Associate, Berkman Center for Internet & Society 
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA
September 2013-September 2014

Assistant Professor and Wolfe Chair in Scientific and Technological Literacy,
Department of Art History and Communication Studies

(Affiliated with Department of Anthropology)
McGill University, Montreal, Quebec 
January 2012-present

Assistant Professor, Department of Media, Culture, and Communication
Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development
New York University, New York, NY
September 2007-December 2010

Faculty Fellow, School of Social Science
Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ
September 2010-June 2011

Izaak Walton Killam Memorial Postdoctoral Fellow, Program in Science, Technology
and Society

http://gabriellacolman.org/


University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta
September 2006-September 2007 

Postdoctoral Fellow, Center for Cultural Analysis
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ
July 2005-July 2006 
Center Theme for 2005-2006: Intellectual Property

Grants and Fellowships

FQRSC (Fonds de recherche Société et culture du Québec)
Team Member (Principal Investigator: Christine Ross, McGill University, Department of Art 
History and Communication Studies). Funding for “Esthétique, nouveaux médias et la 
(ré)configuration de l’espace public”, 2013-2016. [$12,330 CAD per year, total: $303,600 
CAD for the entire team].

National Science Foundation, Program in Science, Technology, and Society
(With Christina Dunbar-Hester, Rutgers University, School of Communication and 
Information). Funding for “Geek Feminisms: Activism, Technical Practice, and Gender 
Bending”, 2011-2012.[Two year funded granted for $147,500 US. One year of funding at 
$73,750 accepted].

Humanities Initiative, New York University, Technologies of Mediation
Co-applicant (with Ben Kafka, New York University, Department of Media, Culture, and 
Communication; Clifford Siskin and Robert Young, New York University, Department of 
English). Funding for seminars and workshops on mediation, technology, and the 
Enlightenment, New York, NY. September 2009-September 2012 [$5000 US].

Institute for Public Knowledge, New York University, Techniques of Liberalism
Co-applicant (with Ben Kafka, New York University, Department of Media, Culture, and 
Communication). Funding for a year-long seminar series to read and critique texts in liberal 
thought with junior faculty members and invited participants. New York, NY. September 
2008-September 2009 [$5000 US].

Ford Foundation Educational Grant, Visiting Scholar (Brazil)
Funding to visit Programa de Pos Graduaçao em Antropologia Social da Universidade 
Federal do Rio Grande do Sul and to present my work on Free Software, Intellectual 
Property, and the Liberal Tradition. Porto Alegre, Brazil. June 2008 [$5000 US].

Summer Institute for Junior Scholars, Law and Society Association 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. July 2006.

Charlotte Newcombe Fellowship, Woodrow Wilson Foundation
Dissertation writing fellowship for study of ethical and religious values. September 
2003-September 2004.

Dissertation Improvement Grant, National Science Foundation
Dissertation research grant from Societal Dimensions of Engineering, Science and 
Technology. September 2002-May 2003.

Fieldwork Grant, Social Science Research Council
Dissertation research grant for study of non-profits and philanthropy. San Francisco, CA. 



September. 2001-September 2002.

Graduate Studies Fellowship, National Science Foundation
Three-year fellowship for graduate studies. July 1998-June 2001.

Summer Travel Grant, University of Chicago
Travel funded by Center for Latin American Studies for research in Dominican
Republic. July 1998.

Summer Travel Grant, University of Chicago
Travel funded by Race, Politics, and Culture Center for research in Guyana. July 1999.

Graduate Fellowship, University of Chicago
Four-year fellowship. October 1997-June 1998.

Honors and Distinctions

Anvil of Freedom Award, University of Denver
Awarded to individuals and organizations that demonstrate true leadership and 
commitment to democratic freedoms, ethics, and integrity. October 2013.

Gabriel Carras Research Award, New York University, Steinhardt School of Culture, 
Education, and Human Development

Awarded for “Code is Speech: Legal Tinkering, Expertise, and Protest among Free and Open 
Source Software Developers”, Cultural Anthropology. April 2009.

Sol Tax Dissertation Prize, University of Chicago, Department of Anthropology 
Awarded for dissertation combining highest intellectual merit with relevance to 
anthropology and action. June 2006.

Julien Mezey Dissertation Award, Association for the Study of Law, Culture and 
Humanities 

Awarded for dissertation most promising to enrich and advance interdisciplinary 
scholarship at the intersection of law, culture, and the humanities. March 2006.

Frederick K. Starr Lecturer, University of Chicago, Department of Anthropology
Lectureship awarded to four advanced Ph.D. students to teach an undergraduate course of 
their own design. January 2005.

Roy D. Albert Prize, University of Chicago. 
Best master’s thesis in Anthropology: “The Politics of Survival and Prestige: Hacker Identity 
and the Global Production of an Operating System”. June 2000.

Publications

In Print

Books/Manuscripts

Coding Freedom: The Ethics and Aesthetics of Hacking. Princeton University Press. 
November 2012.



Articles in Scholarly Journals (refereed unless otherwise noted)
 

Am I Anonymous? Limn, Issue 2: Crowds and Clouds. Chris Kelty, ed. May 2012. 
http://limn.it/am-i-anonymous/

Our Weirdness is Free: The logic of Anonymous—online army, agent of chaos, and seeker of 
justice. Triple Canopy, (15)2012.  
http://canopycanopycanopy.com/15/our_weirdness_is_free 
[translated Gabriella Coleman: Notre etrangete est libre de droits. In May 9(6)2012:96-111.]

Hacker Politics and Publics. Public Culture, 23(3)2011: 511-516.
[translated Gabriella Coleman: Politik und Öffentlichkeit der Hacker. In: Astrid
Bötticher, Hans-Jürgen Lange: Cyber-Sicherheit. VS Verlag für
Sozialwissenschaften. Wiesbaden.]

Ethnographic Approaches to Digital Media. Annual Review of Anthropology, (39)2010: 
487-505.  

Hacking In-Person: The Ritual Character of Conferences and the Distillation of a 
Life-World. Anthropological Quarterly, 83(1)2010: 99-124.

Code is Speech: Legal Tinkering, Expertise, and Protest among Free and Open Source 
Software Developers. Cultural Anthropology, 24(3)2009: 420-454.

Hacker Practice: Moral Genres and the Cultural Articulation of Liberalism (with Alex 
Golub). Anthropological Theory, 8(3)2008: 255-277. [First author]

Los Temps d’Indymedia. Multitudes, (21)2005: 41-48.

The Political Agnosticism of Free and Open Source Software and the Inadvertent Politics of 
Contrast. Anthropological Quarterly, 77(3)2004: 507-519.

Iconic Tactics: How Free Became Open and Everything Else Under the Sun (with Benjamin 
Hill). M/C Journal, 7(3)2004. [Co-author] 
http://journal.media-culture.org.au/0406/02_Coleman-Hill.php

High-Tech Guilds in the Era of Global Capital. Anthropology of Work Review, 22(1)2001: 
28-32.

Chapters in Edited Books (refereed unless otherwise noted)

Anonymous and the Politics of Leaking. In Beyond WikiLeaks: Implications for the Future 
of Communications, Journalism and Society, Benedetta Brevini, Arne Hintz, and Patrick 
McCurdy, eds. Basingstoke, UK: Palgrave Macmillan, 2013. 

Phreaks, Hackers, and Trolls and the Politics of Transgression and Spectacle. In The Social 
Media Reader, Michael Mandiberg, ed. New York: NYU Press, 2012.  

Revoluções Silenciosas: o Irônico Surgimento do Software Livre e de Código Aberto e a 
Constituição de uma Consciência Legal Hacker. In Estudos de Propriedade Intelectual, 
Fachel Leal Ondina (Org.). Porto Alegre: Editora Tomo, 2010. *not refereed 

http://journal.media-culture.org.au/0406/02_Coleman-Hill.php
http://limn.it/am-i-anonymous/


The Politics of Rationality: Psychiatric Survivors’ Challenge to Psychiatry. In Tactical 
Biopolitics, Kavita Phillip and Beatriz de Costa, eds. Cambridge: MIT Press, 2008.  

The (copylefted) Source Code for the Ethical Production of Information Freedom. In Sarai 
Reader 2003: Shaping Technologies, New Delhi: Sarai, New Media Initiative, 2003.  *not 
refereed

Book Reviews 

Hacking (Tim Jordan). Book Review. Journal of Communication, 59(4)2010: 19-22.

Copy, Rip, Burn: The Politics of Copyleft and Open Source (David Berry). Book Review. 
Times Higher Education, February 2009.

Code: Collaborative Ownership and the Digital Economy (Rishab Aiyer Ghosh, ed.). Book 
Review. The Information Society, 23(2)2007.

Artifacts: An Archeologist’s Year in Silicon Valley (Christine Finn). Book Review. 
Technology and Culture, (44)2003: 196-197.

Encyclopedia Articles and Reports  

Anonymous. A Glossary of Network Ecologies, Carolin Wiedemann and Soenke Zehle, eds. 
Amsterdam: Institute of Network Cultures. November 2012. 

Forthcoming Publications

Books 
 

Doing it for the Lulz: Anonymous and the Politics of Dissent. (Manuscript in preparation, 
under contract with Verso).

Articles in Scholarly Journals (refereed unless otherwise noted)

The Aphorisms of Anonymous. Journal of Visual Culture, “Special Issue on Internet Memes 
and Visual Culture”, 2014.

Chapters in Edited Books (refereed unless otherwise noted)

Close to the Metal (with Finn Brunton). In Mediation, Materiality, Maintenance: Paths 
Forward in the Study of Media Technologies, Tarleton Gillespie, Pablo Boczkowski, and 
Kirsten Foot, eds. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2014.  
 
Encyclopedia Articles and Reports (refereed unless otherwise noted)

Anonymous in Context. Centre for International Governance Innovation, Policy Report, 
2013.

Hackers. Johns Hopkins Guide to Digital Textuality, Marie-Laure Ryan, Lori Emerson, and 
Benjamin Robertson, eds. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2014.

 



Popular Pieces

Code Is Speech: Hackers attempt to write themselves into the Constitution. Reason
Magazine, April 2013. 
http://reason.com/archives/2013/03/21/code-is-speech

Geeks are the New Guardians of our Civil Liberties. MIT Technology Review, February 
2013.
http://www.technologyreview.com/news/510641/geeks-are-the-new-guardians-of-our-civil
-liberties/

Hackers for Right, We are Down One. Huffington Post, January 2013.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gabriella-coleman/hackers-for-right-we-are-_b_2472307.
html

Beacons of Freedom: The Changing Face of Anonymous. Index on Censorship, December 
2012.
http://www.indexoncensorship.org/2012/12/beacons-freedom-hacking-anonymous/
(republished in German in “Jahrbuch Netzpolitik 2012 - Von A wie ACTA bis Z wie Zensur”)

Everything You Know about Anonymous is Wrong. Al Jazeera, May 2012.
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/05/201255152158991826.html

Another Tech Pioneer, Dennis Ritchie, Passes [with Chris Kelty]. Al Jazeera, October 2011.
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2011/10/20111017101758923914.html

The Ethics of Digital Direct Action. Al Jazeera, September 2011.
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2011/08/20118308455825769.html

Hacker Culture: A Response to Bruce Sterling on WikiLeaks. The Atlantic, December 2010.
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2010/12/hacker-culture-a-response-to-br
uce-sterling-on-wikileaks/68506/

What It’s Like to Participate in Anonymous’ Actions. The Atlantic, December 2010.
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2010/12/what-its-like-to-participate-in-a
nonymous-actions/67860/

The Anthropology of Hackers. The Atlantic, September 2010.
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2010/09/the-anthropology-of-hackers/63
308/

Presentations

Invited Keynotes and Plenary Talks

Weapons of the Geek. Plenary at Personal Democracy Forum, New York, NY, 
June 2013.

Hacker Ethics and Aesthetics. Keynote at FOSCONS2012, Göteborg, Sweden, 
November 2012.

http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2010/09/the-anthropology-of-hackers/63308/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2010/09/the-anthropology-of-hackers/63308/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2010/12/what-its-like-to-participate-in-anonymous-actions/67860/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2010/12/what-its-like-to-participate-in-anonymous-actions/67860/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2010/12/hacker-culture-a-response-to-bruce-sterling-on-wikileaks/68506/
http://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2010/12/hacker-culture-a-response-to-bruce-sterling-on-wikileaks/68506/
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2011/08/20118308455825769.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2011/10/20111017101758923914.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/05/201255152158991826.html
http://www.indexoncensorship.org/2012/12/beacons-freedom-hacking-anonymous/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gabriella-coleman/hackers-for-right-we-are-_b_2472307.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gabriella-coleman/hackers-for-right-we-are-_b_2472307.html
http://www.technologyreview.com/news/510641/geeks-are-the-new-guardians-of-our-civil-liberties/
http://www.technologyreview.com/news/510641/geeks-are-the-new-guardians-of-our-civil-liberties/
http://reason.com/archives/2013/03/21/code-is-speech


Profiling Anonymous. Keynote at  7th Annual Paul Attallah Lecture Series, 
Communication Department, Carleton University, Ottawa, Ontario, March 2012.

E Plurbius Anonymous: In Lulz We Trust. Plenary at Webstock 12, Wellington, New 
Zealand, February 2012.

From Lulz to Collective Action. Plenary at Cidadania e Redes Digitais. Universidade 
Metodista Sao Paolo, Brazil, October 2011.

Anonymous: From Trolling to Digital Activism and Civil Disobedience. Plenary at 
Re:publica, Berlin, Germany, April 2011.

‘I did it for the Lulz! but I stayed for the outrage:’ Internet Trolls, the Politics of Spectacle, 
and Geek Protests against the Church of Scientology. Keynote at Brazilian Cyberstudies 
Association Meeting (ABCiber), Rio, Brazil, November 2010.

A User’s Guide to Lulzy Media, the Pleasure of Trickery, and the Politics of Spectacle: from  
Luddites to Anonymous (with Finn Brunton). Plenary at Hackers on Planet Earth, New 
York, NY, July 2010.

Cabals, Crisis, and Conflict. Keynote at Developing the Virtual Society: Conflict in 
Adoption of Collaborative Networks Conference, University of Hull, Hull, England, March 
2010.

These are the Best of Times and these are the Worst of Times: F/OSS and the Global 
Politics of Intellectual Property Law. Keynote at Linux.conf.au Conference, Wellington, 
New Zealand, January 2010.

The Politics and Poetics of DeCSS. Featured Talk at Open Video Conference, New York 
University, New York, NY, June 2009.

Variants of Hacking. Inaugural Plenary for Digital Humanities Study Group at CUNY 
Graduate Center, New York, NY, October 2009.

Invited Seminars and Lectures 

Weapons of the Geek: Liberation Technology Speaker Series, Stanford University, 
Stanford, CA, November 2012; Computer Science Privacy Speaker Series,  
University of Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario, January 2013; Anthropology 
STANDD Lecture Series, McGill University, Montreal, Quebec, February 2013;  
Anthropology Speaker Series, Brown University, Providence, RI, March 2013.

The Aphorisms of Anonymous. Habits of Living Conference, Brown University,
Providence, RI, March 2013.  

Coding Freedom. Montreal Google Speakers’ Series, Montreal, Quebec, February 2013. 

Anonymous. TED Global, Edinburgh, Scotland, June 2012.

Doing it for the Lulz: Anonymous and the Politics of Dissent. Anthropology 
Department, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, March 2012.

E Plurbius Anonymous: In Lulz We Trust. Building Better Speech and Globe Series. 



Parsons School of Design, New York, NY, November 2011.

The Value of Opacity in the Age of Surveillance. Creative Activism Thursdays, Yes Men 
Labs, New York University, New York, NY, November 2011.

From Digital Direct Action to Leaking: How to Understand the Politics of Anonymous. 
New Media/Social Change Symposium, International Institute, University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, MI, November 2011.

Hacktivism, Vigilantism and Collective Action in a Digital Age. Brookings 
Institution, Washington, DC, December 2011.

Troll as Liberal Trickster. Cultures of the Internet: Identity, Community and Mental Health 
Conference, Advanced Study Institute, Division of Social and Transcultural Psychiatry, 
McGill University, Montreal, Quebec,, April 2011.

Anonymous: From the Offensive Internet to Human Rights Activism. Department of Art 
History and Communication Studies Speakers Series (co-sponsored by Anthropology 
Department and Faculty of Law), McGill University, Montreal, Quebec , March 2011.

Phreaks, Hackers, Trolls and the Politics of Spectacle. Princeton Center for Information 
Technology Policy, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, October 2010.

Old & New Net Wars Over Free Speech, Freedom & Secrecy; or How to Understand the 
Hacker & Lulz Battle against the Church of Scientology. Radars and Fences Conference, 
New York University, New York, NY, March 2008; Communications Colloquium, Columbia 
University, New York , NY, November 2008; Information Society Project, Yale University, 
New Haven, CT, December 2008; Department of Communications, Drexel University, 
Philadelphia, PA, February 2009; Institute for Public Knowledge, New York University, 
New York, NY, March 2009; Science and Technology Studies Department, Cornell 
University, Ithaca, NY, October 2009; Faculty of Law, Victoria University of Wellington, 
Wellington, New Zealand, January 2010; Interactive Telecommunications Program, New 
York University, New York, NY, March 2010; Digital Religion: Transforming Knowledge 
and Practice Conference, New York University’s Center for Religion and Media, New York, 
NY, March 2010.

The Tension between Corporate Sociality and Individual Liberalism in Debian.  
Copyright’s Counterparts Workshop, Queens University, Kingston, Quebec , August 2008.

Silent Revolutions: The Ironic Rise of Free and Open Source Software and the Making of a  
Hacker Legal Consciousness. Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, Porto Alegre, 
Brazil and Grupo de Pesquisa em Políticas Públicas para o Acesso à Informação, University 
of São Paulo, Brazil, June 2008.

On the Centers and Margins of Liberalism: How Hackers Challenge Trends in Intellectual 
Property Law Through the Rearticulation of Free Speech Principles. Engaged 
Anthropology Lecture Series, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, NJ, March 2006; 
Program in Science and Technology Studies, University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta , 
March 2007.

Psychiatric Survivors and the Performance of Rationality. BioArt and Public Sphere 
Conference, University of California Irvine, Irvine, CA, October 2005.

The Social Construction of Freedom in Free and Open Source Software: Hackers, Ethics, 



and the Liberal Tradition. Franz Boas Seminar Series, Anthropology Department, 
Columbia University, New York, NY, November 2005.

NGO Adoption of Free and Open Source Software. Lecture at What the Hack, Boxtel, 
Netherlands, July 2005.

The Political Ecology of Media Activism and Computer Hacking. Institute for Social 
Ecology as part of summer intensive course, “Theoretical Inquiries in the Age of 
Globalization”, Institute for Social Ecology, Plainfield, Vermont, August 2004.

Ethical Volunteerism and Debian. DebConf4, Annual Debian Conference, Porto Alegre, 
Brazil, May 2004.

Invited Panels and Workshops

The Camera is Everywhere. Panel discussion at Personal Democracy Forum, New York, 
NY, June 2013.

Information Activism, The 5th Estate: Hacking, Leaking and Investigative Journalism in 
the Age of Secrecy. Panel talk at Left Forum, New York, NY, June 2013.

Are Geeks the New Guardians of our Civil Liberties? Panel discussion at Free Press, 
National Conference for Media Reform, Denver, Colorado, April 2013.

Anonymous and the Online Fight for Justice. Panel talk at DEF CON 20, Las Vegas, NV, 
July 2012. 

Everything You Know about Anonymous is Wrong. Panel talk at ROFLCon, MIT, 
Cambridge, MA, May 2012.

We are all Anonymous: The Culture and Politics of Anonymity online. Panel discussion for 
Triple Canopy, New York, NY, May 2012.

Anonymous Codes: Disruption, Virality and the Lulz. Panel talk at Transmediale, Berlin, 
Germany, January 2012.

Anonymous and the Politics of Digital Disarray and Direct Action. Panel talk at Theory 
and Practice of Social Movement, Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Race, Columbia 
University, New York, NY, October 2011.

The Aftermaths of Wikileaks. Panel talk at Personal Democracy Forum, New York, NY, 
June 2011.

Is the Democratizing Potential of Technology Also Fostering Diversity? Panel discussion at 
National Center for Women in Technology Panel, New York, NY, May 2011.

Democracy and Technology. Panel discussion at Project Pericles Debating for Democracy 
National Conference. New York, NY, March 2011.

Two Ethical Moments in Debian. Discussion at Colloquium for Innovation Policy, New York 
University Law School, New York, NY, March 2011.

Anonymous: From Trolling to Digital Activism and Civil Disobedience. Panel talk at 



Personal Democracy Forum on Wikileaks, New York University, New York, NY, January 
2011.

Cameras Everywhere: Opportunities and Challenges in Human Rights Video. Panel talk  
with Witness at Open Video Conference, New York, NY, October 2010.

The Ethics of Peer Production (vs. The Ethics of Crowdsourced Labor). Panel talk at 2010 
Future of News and Civic Media Conference, MIT, Cambridge, MA, June 2010.

Trolling! Lightning Talk at The New Everyday Unconference. Visual Culture Working 
Group, New York University, New York, NY, October, 2009. 

#fsck Purity: Lessons about the Politics and Pleasures of Free Software. Panel talk at The 
Internet as Factory and Playground Conference, New School, New York, NY, November 
2009.

Upgrade! NY: Free as in What? Panel debate on freedom and openness among F/OSS 
developers, Upgrade NY Open Source Series, Eyebeam, New York, NY, October 2009.

Anthropological Musings on the Politics of F/OSS. Pre-circulated essay for Free Culture 
Research Workshop, Berkman Center for Internet and Society, Harvard Law School, 
Cambridge, MA, October 2009.

Silent Revolutions: The Ironic Rise of Free and Open Source Software and the Making of a  
Hacker Legal Consciousness. Workshop presentation at Yale, Harvard, and MIT 
Cyberscholars Meeting, Yale Law School, New Haven, CT, March 2009.

Scaling in Networks. Institute of Network Culture “Wintercamp”, On-site Coordinator and 
Plenary Panel, Institute of Network Cultures, Amsterdam, Netherlands, March 2009.

Social Networks and the Public Sphere. Round table presentation and discussion at Social 
Media and the Commodification of Community Workshop, University of Haifa, Faculty of 
Law, Haifa, Israel, May 2008.

The View from Computer Hacking: (New) Media Technologies and the (Older) Ethics of 
Liberalism. Paper presentation at New Trends of Socio-information in East Asia 
Conference, University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan, November 2007.

The Ideology of Medical Progress as a Problem of Political Success. Paper presentation at 
pre-conference workshop for Eugenics and Sterilization in Alberta: 35 Years Later, 
University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, April 2007.

At the Center and Margins of the Liberal Tradition: How Hacker Political Protest Led to 
the Stabilization of Free Speech Principles. Workshop presentation at Law and Science 
Workshop Series hosted by Program in Law, Jurisprudence, and Social Thought, Amherst 
College, Amherst, MA, February 2007.

The Poetics of Hacking: Humor and Liberal Selfhood. Lecture at Debconf6, Annual Debian 
Conference, Oaxtepec, Mexico, May 2006.

Codes of Value: Hacker Pragmatics, Poetics, and Selfhood. Presentation on pre-circulated 
paper at Con/texts of Invention: A Working Conference of the Society for Critical Exchange, 
Case Western University, Cleveland, OH, April 2006.



Silent Revolutions: How F/OSS Came to Challenge Neoliberal Trends in Intellectual 
Property Law. Presentation on pre-circulated paper at Globalizing Informatics, University 
of Indiana, Bloomington, IN, March 2006.

Three Ethical Moments in Debian: Enculturation, Legal Pedagogy, and Crisis. 
Presentation on pre-circulated paper at Information Society Project Speaker Series, Yale 
Law School, New Haven, CT, November 2005.

Ethics and Politics of Information Technology. Participant in anthropology workshop on 
new information technologies, Rice University, Houston, TX, May 2004.

Every Rope Ghat Two Ends: The Caribbean Meeting Grounds of Internet Relay Chat. 
Paper presentation at Digital Genres Initiative, University of Chicago, Chicago, IL, May 
2003.

Conference Presentations (refereed unless otherwise noted)

The Aphorisms of Anonymous. Talk at American Anthropological Association Meetings, 
San Francisco, CA, November 2011. 

The Ethnographers Cunning: The Return of Arm Chair and Keyboard Anthropology 
(while ‘hard chatting’ on IRC). Talk at American Anthropological Association Meetings, 
Montreal, Quebec, November 2011.

STS 2.0: Taking the Canon Digital. Round table Discussion at Social Studies of Science 
Conference (4S), Cleveland, OH, November 2011. *not refereed. 

The Troll as Liberal Trickster. Talk at American Anthropological Association Meetings, 
New Orleans, LA, November 2010.

In Lulz We Trust. Talk at European Association of Social Anthropology Conference, 
Maynooth University, Maynooth, Ireland, August 2010.

Battle Star Galactica: Hacker Battles on the Internet and the Limits of Liberal Tolerance. 
Talk at American Anthropological Association Meetings, San Francisco, CA, November 
2008.

From Psychiatric Survivors to the Icarus Project and the Importance of a Radical Politics 
of (Shifting) Continuity. Paper presentation at Cultural Studies Association Meetings, New 
York, NY, May 2008.

The Hacker Conference Examined: How the Modern Day Conference Acts as the Ritual 
Underside of Virtual Publics. Talk at American Anthropological Association Meetings, 
Washington, DC, November 2007.

Battle Star Galactica: Hacker Battles on the Internet and the Limits of Liberal Tolerance. 
Paper presentation at Association of American Law Schools, Washington, DC, January 
2007.

Psychiatric Survivors and the Survival of a Radical Politics of Freedom.  Talk at Social 
Studies of Science Conference (4S),Vancouver, British Columbia , November 2006.



Crisis, Ethics, and Trust in Virtuality. Talk at American Anthropological Association 
meetings, Washington, DC, November 2005.

Realizing Freedom: The Culture of Liberalism and Hacker Ethical Practice. Talk at Social 
Studies of Science Conference (4S),Paris, France, August 2004.

An Army of Amateur Legal Scholars: How Free and Open Source Software Developers 
Have Come to Habituate an Ethos for Expressive Rights. Talk at Social Studies of Science 
Conference (4S), Paris, France, August 2004.

The Re-localization of Intellectual Property Rights and the Rise of Expressive Rights 
among Free and Open Source Software Hackers. Talk at Law and Society Conference, 
Chicago, IL, April 2004.

The Political Agnosticism of Free Software and the Politics of Contrast. Talk at American 
Anthropological Association Meetings, Chicago, IL, November 2003.

The (copylefted) Source Code for the Ethical Production of Information Freedom. Talk at 
Social Studies of Science Conference (4S), Milwaukee, WI, November 2001.

High-Tech Guilds in the Era of Global Capital. Talk at American Anthropological 
Association Metings as part of invited session: Work as Mission: Silicon Valley and Beyond, 
San Francisco, CA, November 2000.

The Reconceptualization of Class, Ethnicity, and Race through Kali Mai Healing Practices. 
Talk at Central States American Anthropological Society Meetings, Chicago, IL, April 1998.

Teaching Experience (graduate seminars noted with an asterisk)

McGill University 

Hacker Culture and Politics. Seminar, fall 2012.*

Scientific and Technological Controversies. Lecture, fall 2012.

New York University 

Introduction to Human Culture and Communication. Seminar, fall 2011,   
fall 2007- 2009  (Course Faculty Director).

Media Theory, Masters Core Class. Seminar, fall 2011.*

Hacker Culture and Politics. Seminar, spring 2010 and fall 2008.

Technology, the Body, and Society. Seminar, spring 2009.

Politics of Digital Media: Piracy and the Commons. Seminar, spring 2009.*

Proposal Writing. Seminar, fall 2009.* 

Topics in Digital Media. Seminar, spring 2008.*  



Impacts of Technology. Seminar, fall 2007.  

University of Chicago

Hacker Culture and Politics. Seminar, summer 2002 and winter 2005.

Introduction to Medical Anthropology. Seminar, summer 2002. 

Student and Postdoctoral Fellowship Advising 

McGill University 

Supervisor 

Alessandro Delfanti, Postdoctoral Fellow (Incoming, Media@McGill, 2013-2014). 

Stéphane Couture, Postdoctoral Fellow (Incoming, FQRSC, 2013-2015).
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